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March 2014 Sidebar 
 

I finished getting the outdoor Christmas lights down from the house and the trees. 

 

It is Sunday afternoon and I have just finished dinner and thinking about the 

morning past.  It is the second Sunday of Lent and we had two baptisms and 

two announcements about the future of our church.  While greeting people in 

the atrium I learned of several pastoral care concerns, celebrations with      

families, and witnessed people engaging one another with quiet conversations.  There were 

children making a bee-line for hot chocolate and doughnuts before Sunday School.  (They 

will return following worship for Linger Longer with cookies and more hot chocolate.)  

There are tables where friends are seated laughing and sharing in small talk.   

 

Seldom on a Sunday morning do I have the opportunity to venture in to the education wing of 

our building, but this morning a young mother with child in arms asked, Where is the     

Nursery? My reply, I ll take you and with that we started down the crowded hallway       

towards the Nursery.  At the Intersection of the education hallways was a gaggle of toddlers, 

children, teens and young parents - all trying to arrive at their location before 10:00 worship.  I 

thought to myself, What a blessing!   

 

I felt the services of worship were energized as the newly installed sound loop helped our 

members and guests with hearing challenges hear with clarity.  An announcement was made 

about the proposed addition of a columbarium and the development of a Memorial Peace   

Garden.  The music was uplifting and I felt my spirit soar.  Two children were baptized, infants 

from two families of our church, and we vowed to enter in to the covenant of baptism.   

 

I remembered that on the first Sunday of the month our Prayer Chain enters this sanctuary at 

8:10 a.m. and prays for God to bless and consecrate what happens here in this month.  Earlier 

in the week we held a memorial service for one of our families and today we baptized two  

children.  A soon to be married couple were present to experience worship in this sanctuary 

where they will exchange their marriage vows. 

 

Tonight there will be a gathering, just outside the sanctuary, of veterans and their loved ones 

and we will listen to the stories of sacrifice and service.  And God will bring healing to their 

heart and soul.   

 

Thank you for being a part of my spiritual life.  I am blessed. 

 

Love, 

Dr. John 
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Trailmarkers 

It had seemed that the days of the great Biblical epic movies – films such as The Ten    
Commandments and The Greatest Story Ever Told - were long over.  But there I was in the 
movie theater, waiting for the show to begin, when Noah’s Ark appeared on screen,      
surrounded by Oscar winners Russell Crowe, Anthony Hopkins, and Jennifer Connolly, plus 
Emma Watson (remember Hermione from the Harry Potter films?). Noah will be released 
later this month, but it is already provoking discussion and controversy. Personally, I think 
it is crazy to review a movie without first seeing it. But with the Noah story coming to    
theaters and on people’s minds, this is a good time for some preparation. 
 
First – let’s be clear that this movie is, and I quote, “inspired by the Biblical story.” So it isn’t necessarily trying 
to be faithful to the text of Genesis or to any particular Jewish or Christian theology. Directed by Darren      
Aronofsky, a challenging and dark director who last made Black Swan, this movie is likely to take artistic      
liberties with the story and have its own message. In fact, the New Yorker quotes Aronofsky’s description of 
Noah as “the most unbiblical Biblical epic.” And I’m fine with that. I value the Bible. It is central to the faith 
that I live and share. It is sacred. But I do not believe that it requires rigid defense. It’s strong enough to take 
care of itself, and people will still be reading it long after any movie is forgotten. I would much rather err on 
the side of having too much creative play with Biblical stories than being so rigid that we can barely re-tell 
them except in the most stilted, cautious way. 

 
As long as we understand that the movie is not the same as the Bible, I think that the movie actually gives us 
an opportunity to hear a familiar story with fresh ears, even if we decide that we don’t like the movie or that 
it distorts the message of scripture. It’s a chance to remember what the story of Noah and the flood in       
Genesis is telling us. 
 
The story of Noah and the flood is one of those Biblical stories that surprises us for exactly the opposite      
reason that it surprised the people who first heard it. We are used to thinking about God as caring and        
protective, and so it surprises us to think that God would cause a flood to deal with the presence of evil and 
violence among humankind. That doesn’t sound like the God we know. But in ancient Israel, the story of God 
causing a flood was absolutely normal and unsurprising. There are old Sumerian and Akkadian texts which tell 
of the Gods who cause the world to flood, and one person who builds an ark to save the animals and start 
anew. In the Akkadian version, the Gods are upset by all the noise and clamor that humans make, and there’s 
no telling when they’ll do it again. When people first heard the story of Noah, the idea of a God who causes a 
flood to destroy nearly all people is not surprising.  
 
What would have been surprising at the time is the promise by God never to flood the world again. When the 
ark comes to rest on land, when Noah and his family and the animals step out onto the world again, God puts 
a rainbow in the sky like a hunter hanging up a bow. The rainbow is a reminder of the promise God makes. 
One may even think of the Noah story as a theological contradiction of those other stories. It is a way of      
saying that the God worshipped by the Hebrews, the One God, is not like Gods you have heard about before. 
The story of Noah is one of the reasons that we now take for granted the picture of God as one who loves and 
protects us. 
 
May God’s peace be with you, 
Matt 
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Holy Week 
 Join us as we follow the events of Jesus’ life in his last days 

 

PALM SUNDAY – APRIL 13 
   8:30 a.m.       Worship 
      9:00 a.m.       Confirmation I & II 
    9:00 a.m.       Sunday school – all ages 
    10:00 a.m.       Worship – Procession of Palms 
 10:00 a.m.       Children’s Choir rehearsals 
 10:30 a.m.       Children’s worship Grade 5 & younger 

11:00 a.m.       Linger Longer 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY– APRIL 17 
  7:30 p.m.        Maundy Thursday Service– Sanctuary 

 
GOOD FRIDAY– APRIL 18 
 9 a.m. –3 p.m.     Sanctuary open for meditation, prayer, and personal communion  
 

HOLY  SATURDAY– APRIL 19 
  6:00 a.m.  Beginning of 24 hour prayer vigil in the comfort & safety of your home. Signup for a prayer time on the poster 
in the Atrium.   Choose a time slot and add your name and phone number.  Recheck the sheet from time to time in order to see 
who follows you on the list.  You will contact that person at the end of your half hour of prayer. 

 
EASTER SUNDAY-APRIL 20 
  7:00 a.m.       Sunrise Service at the Historic Church on the Circle 
   8:30 a.m.       Easter Service in the Sanctuary 
               10:00 a.m.      Easter Service in the Sanctuary 
 
 

Rest in God: A Lenten Invitation    

Thursdays through April 10 

6:00-6:30  Guided Contemplation led by Rev. Matt Wooster. 

During the season of Lent, the congregation and friends are invited to a weekly half hour session of 

rest in God. Meeting in the narthex of the sanctuary, Rev. Matt will teach and lead the ancient spir-

itual practices of Contemplative Meditation and Lectio Divina. Lectio Divina is a latin phrase for 

“holy reading” of scripture. 

This opportunity for spiritual practice will open space in our lives to listen for God speaking to us 

and within us. The forty days of Lent are modeled on the forty days that Jesus spent in the wilderness, and the 

forty years spent by the Hebrews in the wilderness after the Exodus from Egypt. Both of these times were full 

of rest and listening  

High School Youth 
Mission Tour  
Skills assessment form and deposit are due March 30. 

The 2014 Youth Mission Tour will travel to Monmouth County, New Jersey, June 15-21. Near the Atlantic 

coast, we will partner with United Church of Christ Disaster Relief in the long-term rebuilding of homes dam-

aged by hurricane Sandy. For more information, or to register for the trip, see Rev. Matt. 

 
Boston Tour 
The annual Confirmation Class Boston tour for 9th grade in Confirmation II and sophomores of last year’s  

confirmation class will travel to Boston April 11-14. If you still need information, contact Rev. Matt. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
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Middle School Fellowship 
March 20  Fellowship 
March 27  No Fellowship- Spring Break 
April 3   Fellowship 
April 10  Fellowship 
April 17  Fellowship, but then come to Maundy Thursday Service 
    
We are coming to a close for our youth fellowship activities.  We will end on April 17.  Please come and join our 
last few meetings before summer arrives (well, maybe spring)!  Over the summer we will plan a few fun days, so 
watch for that information in the mail. 
 

 

 

 

Who is interested in Summer Camp? 

United Church of Christ has so many opportunities for your child this summer to experience summer camp.  You 
may see those opportunities on  http://www.journeythehills.org/. If you sign up early, there is a discounted fee 
PLUS, we have summer camp scholarships.  Please check out the website and find a camp you would like to 
attend.  Then talk with Wendy Brown about a scholarship to help with the cost of camp.  If you attend any other 
church camp and would like to inquire about a scholarship, you can do that as well. 
 

 

 

First Communion 

The 4th graders had classes with Dr. John and Wendy Brown on the symbolism of communion as well as why and 
how we take it.  We also discussed the last supper.  Then on March 2, our 4th graders took their first communion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   Front- Madison Dies, Emma Buser, Taylor Cervellino, Timmy Williams 
  Back- Shawn Galloway, Tommy Mayfield, Madison Carlton, Kristen Klaus, Ethan McConihe 
 
 

This year for VBS, the children will be constructing birdhouses and we are in need of scrap wood.  If you have 
wood we can use or are willing to cut wood for us, please let Wendy Brown know.  Wendy has the plans for the 
birdhouse.  VBS begins on June 22 so we have plenty of time to cut wood for 100 students, but we need some 
helpers to do that.   Thank you! 

 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

http://www.journeythehills.org/
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BOOKMARKS 

 

Hello Everyone, 

 

Thanks to all of those that helped with our Book Giveaway.  I was glad to see many books were 
taken.  The ones left will go to Miller Avenue church.  They are very appreciative of any books we give them. 

The books I want to tell you about are both non-fiction and both by Bob Greene.  He has connections to Akron by 
way of his father who attended King School and Akron U.   

Akron is mentioned several times in his book “Duty.”  When Mr. Green’s father died, he makes it his mission to get 
an interview with Col Paul Tibbets.  Col Tibbets was the pilot of the Enola Gay that dropped the Atom bomb on Hi-
roshima.  Mr. Greene was not especially close to his father but in talking to Col Tibbets he began to understand his 
Dad, especially when he served his country.  A very interesting book and keeps your interest.  This book was espe-
cially interesting to me because, Bill and I lived in Savannah, Ga when we were first married as Bill was stationed at 
Hunter AFB there.  Col Tibbets was the Wing Commander and spent a lot of time in Bill’s department on Mission 
Planning. 

The other book by Bob Greene is “Once Upon a Town.”  The small town of N. Platte Neb was an important stop for 
servicemen riding trains east and west during World War II.  The trains stopped there for 10 – 20 minutes to take 
on water.  A young store clerk got the idea to start a “N. Platte Canteen.”  When the trains stopped they provided 
food, milk, coffee, etc.  They did this each and every day of the war.  Serving 3,000 to 8,000 troops a day.  All help 
and food was volunteered.  By the time the war was over 6 million troops had been welcomed at the N. Platte Can-
teen.  A really heartwarming story and event in our history and a tribute to our troops and the caring people of N. 
Platte, Neb. 

Exercise your mind by reading a book.  Until next month, 

God Bless 

Jo Hostutler 

 

 Treehouse Preschool Openings 

There are only 9 spots open for the fall of 2014.  If you have a preschooler or know 
someone looking for a preschool, come quickly as we don’t have many openings left.  
You can talk with Wendy Brown or call the preschool office, 330-630-0704. 

 

Treehouse Preschool Basket Raffle       April 8-17 

Treehouse Preschool will once again host their annual basket raffle in April.  There will be many      
baskets of donated items and raffle tickets will be available if you wish to take a chance on winning.  
The tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5 and can be purchased during that time in April.  If you have a      
basket you wish to donate, please talk to Wendy. 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN  PRAYER 
Marian Belisle 
Carol Carter 
Lillian Cochran 
Miriam Everhart 
Deanna Getowski 
Corinne Gorby 
Jim Kelly 
Dolores Koneval 
Bob & Eva Lowry 
Jim Mally 
Kari Mancuso 
Connie Mason 
Helen McKee 
John Moats 
Kathy Nehrenz (George & Roberta’s daughter in law) 
Cecil Nelson  (Kathy Harris’s father) 

Jackie Parker 
Doris Parson 
Gary Rambler 
Betty Schoffman 
Michael Sullivan 
Ruth Velka (Stephanie Joyner’s Grandmother) 
Betty Vestal 
Lauryn Williams 
Rita Wray    
Typhoon Haiyan victims in Philippines 
1st Battalion 145th Armored Regiment [Ohio Nat’l Guard] 
Stephen Ministers and their care receivers 
Our Pastoral Care Ministries 
Our Women’s Programs 
 

 

The power of prayer is needed today in all our lives.  We have an active Prayer Chain at First                             

Congregational .  If you have a concern for health or strength and need help from our  Prayer Chain please 

call:  Dorothy Taylor at 330.633.3008 or Karen Sauerbrey at 330.920.1285 

Caring for “One Another” 

The words “one another” or “each other” are used more than 50 times in the New Testament. What 
this tells us is that God did not create us to be independent. He created us to be interdependent. 
We are made in his image - to be loving, caring, and forgiving.  Also note these passages do not 
simply say “bear others burdens” or love others. The one another or each other phrase gives them a 
reciprocal meaning. I will bear your burdens, and you will bear mine. In this sense, an openness to 
Christian caring is not just being willing to care for others and help others. It is also being willing to be cared for and 
be helped by others. For many that part can be much more difficult. 

 
Below are some of the Bible passages that contain commands to bear one another’s burdens or love others: 

 John 15:12 “My command is this: love each other as I have loved you.” 

 Romans 15:7 “Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.” 

 Galatians 6:2 “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ” 

 Ephesians 4:2 “Be completely humble and gentle;  patient, bearing with one another in love.” 
Ephesians 4:32 “Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.” 
In what ways can you, as an individual, follow through on these one another actions? You may consider becoming a 
Stephen Minister. Or you may decide that you should consider accepting a Stephen Minister. If so, you are encour-
aged to contact:  Sharon Harms Letzler at (330) 699-9794 or Rev. Dr. John or Rev. Dr. Matt (330) 633-4931 for more 
information. Call Ron Mitchell at (330) 633-4055 if you want to consider helping hurting   people through Stephen 
ministry. 

 We currently have 3 Stephen Ministers in caring relationships.  One woman Stephen Minister is available to 
support you (in the Stephen Ministry program men support men and women support women). 

CONDOLENCES:   Deepest sympathy to Jon & Karen Sauerbrey, Traci & Wayne Kinney, Tina, Greg, Kali and                 
Jordan White, and family on the loss of their son, brother, and uncle, Jon Sauerbrey II.  Jon passed away on March 
5, 2014.  A memorial service was held on March 10, 2014 at First Congregational Church of Tallmadge.  The Rev. 
Dr. John Schluep and The Rev. Dr. Matthew Wooster officiated. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

WELCOME ALL CHURCH ARTISTS 

(Ages 65 and older) 

In preparing for our  “Art of the Soul and Spirit”  show in May, we need to 

know how many artists are interested in displaying their works– ceramics, 

jewelry, wood working, painting, etc.  

 If you are  interested of if you would like more information please call      

Roberta Lewis @ 330-633-5498 or John Huffman @ 330-633-9628.   

Please register at the table in the Atrium beginning April 6th. 

 

“Art of the Soul 
and Spirit”  

 

 

 

The Bible and the News Wednesdays, 9:30-10:30 AM in the David Bacon room. 

Each week, we discuss a different text from the Bible, and how it connects to the news of our lives or news 

in the world. Since week’s discussion stands on its own, you are most welcome to join at any time. You 

won’t be lost or trying to catch up. Each Wednesday is a new discovery. Led by Rev. Matt. 

 

All God’s Children – April 1, 7:30-8:30 p.m. 

A supportive group for families and friendships with people who are gay, lesbian, transgender, and bisexual 

(GLBT) within our congregation, facilitated by Rev. Matt. Meet in the Heritage Room every month on the 

1st Tuesday. 

"Exploring Our Faith Through Song and Poetry”:  Have you ever been inspired by a song, finding your 
heart touched and your soul uplifted?  Has a verse of poetry ever given words to what you feel or             
believe?  Please join us for a 6 week journey of exploration into song and poetry and how they touch us 
and help us grow. Participants will have the opportunity to share from their own experience.  We will meet 
on Sundays, at 9 am in the Library beginning  April 27.  This class will be facilitated by Norma Bryant."  

                      Gift Card Program 

The holiday season generated about $1500 in profit for the Gift Card Program.  Our current profit is $3600.  
Many of you have made a commitment to start purchasing gift cards on a weekly basis to help our operating 
budget.  We are currently averaging about $105 in profits weekly.  Keep in mind, the gift card program is a 
way of giving extra to the church without digging deeper in your pocket.  Look at the following example: 

If you purchase a $100 Acme or Giant Eagle Gift Card weekly then $4.00/week or $208/year goes  
directly to the church. 

If 200 people a week made a commitment to purchasing $100 in gift cards then we would raise an             
additional $41,600 dollars a year!   

              Payment Options 

We currently accept cash, check or credit card.  Beginning March 1st we will be offering one other option.  
You will be able to make a monthly commitment to have money withdrawn by ACH on the 1st business day 
of the month and select cards of your choice.  Visit our table for more information.   



 

8 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

                       Barbershop Harmony Society,                                                                                                     
 The Derbytown Men’s Chorus presents: 

                        “Harmony for All Seasons” 

                            The 67th Annual Show 

   Full Derbytown Chorus, and guest quartets, including the 2013 International Bronze Medalist, Forefront. 

Saturday, April 26th at 7 pm  and Sunday, April 27th at 2 pm. 
Cuyahoga Falls High School Auditorium 

Tickets:   $20 for adults  ($15 each if you have a group of 10 or more)         $5 for children and students 
 

Order tickets at 330-690-6158,  or online at derbytownchorus.org , or purchase tickets at the door. 

Wow, I can, Finally, Hear the Sermons!  Fifteen years ago many of our members and guests had 
difficulty hearing the services of worship, weddings and memorial services held in our sanctuary.  At 
that time a sound assessment was conducted by sound technicians and sound engineers and a proposed 
upgrade was installed with resounding approval.  (No pun intended!)  However, no system is perfect, 
and meets every need, and is immune to the development of better technology.  Therefore, when it came 
to the Trustees attention several months ago that hearing impaired members and guests still have diffi-
culty hearing in our sanctuary, and sadly some stay home simply because it was “too hard to hear”, they 

asked for help.  Fortunately, “Sound Loop“ technology is now available to remedy this problem. This 
technology, has been successfully commercialized in Europe and recently experienced by Barb Rowles 
and Gary Myers from our congregation   at St. Hilary Church in Fairlawn.  Wow!  What an improvement.   
 

A “Sound Loop “ has now been installed in our sanctuary so that  every seat on the main floor (the 
balcony cannot at this time be fitted with a “Sound Loop”) provides greatly improved hearing for virtu-

ally everyone who wears a modern hearing aid.  
All those who wish to take advantage of this improvement are strongly encouraged to ask their audiolo-

gist to activate the “T-coil” circuit in their hearing aids ASAP and to request any additional instructions 
(if any) that are needed for them to enjoy the greatest user experience available from their own person-
al aids. To assist you in this effort, please request a brochure on the “Sound Loop” from any Trustee, 
Sound Board Operator, or from Bob Taylor.  
 

Whines & Roses!  Welcome Center. 

The First Congregational Church Scholarship Application is available at the Welcome Center in the Atrium . For 

more information contact the Scholarship Committee  Chairman, Sandy Farabee at 330-633-8091. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

2014 Golf League - New Season – New Time – New Locations 
 

The golf season will begin Monday, May 5th and we will play through Sept. 29th. 
We will be playing a different course each week. You will only pay for the weeks you play. 
No advance payments as in the past. 
Tee times may vary but the goal is early afternoon. (1-3pm.) 
In order to have enough tee times I need to know who is interested in playing. 
You are not making a commitment for the entire year. 
Locations and times will be available when finalized. 
 

Contact me via email tletzler@neo.rr.com or 330-697-8884 
Tom Letzler, Golf League Secretary 

CHURCH WORK DAY 

APRIL 5TH   8 AM-12 NOON 

Spring is here.  LOL  No, seriously, Easter and Spring are just around the  
corner.  The Trustees have scheduled an outside workday for April 5 with a rain (or snow:) )
date for April 12.  We are hoping to clean up limbs, leaves, and debris in the yard and flower 

beds, and down a dead tree.  We also plan to clean and arrange the Garage, and bury a drainage pipe in 
the court yard.  There is a signup sheet at the Welcome Center.  Having an idea of how many will be here 
helps us to organize ahead of time for how much we can get accomplished.  Prayerfully consider giving 
some of your time and talents on April 5th.  A member of Trustees will call to remind you.                     
Thank you and God Bless, The Board of Trustees Ministry. 

“ONE FOR THE MONEY, TWO FOR THE SHOW, 
THREE TO GET READY, AND FOUR TO GO” 

TO THE STARLIGHT DINER! 
MAY 3, 2014 

 
Come join us for an evening of fun as we travel back to the “Fabulous 
Fifties” at the Starlight Diner.  The Fellowship Hall will be magically trans-

formed to represent this wonderful era from our past. You will be supporting both the adult and the youth 
missions tours, enjoying music and entertainment from the 50s, playing 50s trivia, and dining on delicious 
food, all in the same evening!  Elvis might even show up to add to the fun.  Dress will be casual so feel free to 
get out your poodle skirts and saddle shoes, your jeans and your t-shirts, if you would like to dress the part.  
You will have a choice of three entrees when you make your reservation on April 6, April 13, or April 27.  
Tickets are only $30.00 per person for a memorable evening and a great cause.  Babysitting will be provided.  
Make plans NOW to attend.  This is something you will not want to miss!                                                                            
(The Board of Social Action and Missions Ministry) 

mailto:tletzler@neo.rr.com
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Rebuilding Together Rebuild Day 
 
 

    Hopefully you have marked your calendar for Sat., April 26, the date of this year's Adult 
Mission Project with Rebuilding Together.  We also will need a few volunteers for some 
preliminary work at the house on Sat., April 12.  This will be our 4th year to rehab a 
home's health and safety issues for a low income, deserving couple.  The team leaders 
have chosen the house in south Akron which best suits our volunteers' skills and capabili-
ties.  We will be doing landscaping, painting, plumbing, electrical, and small and large car-
pentry jobs.  There are jobs for unskilled as well as skilled volunteers.  If you have not al-

ready signed up, you need to do so before April 3. 
    Go to www.rebuildingtogether-sc.org and click on "Volunteer" at the top.  On the next screen, select 
"Volunteer Application" at the left side under "Applications".  Complete each field marked with an asterisk.  
Register for First Congregational Church as your group.  Self-certify your skill level on various tasks.  Check 
that you have read the disclaimer, then click submit.  
    A meeting will be scheduled after Sunday church in April to give you the needed info and team assign-
ment.  If you are unable to volunteer, but would like to help us pay for the materials for this house, a dona-
tion would be greatly appreciated.  In April there will be a website with a photo, info about the homeowner 
and jobs we will be doing.  You can donate to our group through that website or give your donation directly 
to the church marked for Rebuilding Together.  Watch for the website address when it becomes available. 
    For further info about this project contact Dee West at 330-633-4421 or dwest890@aol.com. 

Board of Social Action and Missions presents…Did You Know? 

Rebuilding Together offers a subsidized Home Modifications Program for low-income homeowners over the age of 60.  
Through the Safe At Home program, Rebuilding Together staff and volunteers can install grab bars, handrails, smoke 
and CO detectors and other items designed to improve safety and accessibility at home.  To apply, call 330-773-4100 or 
visit www.rebuildingtogether-sc.org. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

News from Family Promise 

We just had our week of hosting at Northwest Church, we had such great guests.  There were  3 families, 5 adults and 7 chil-
dren, ranging in age from 10 to 16 years old.   One of the families, a mother and 3 boys have a home, it needs to be inspected 
and they will probably move in this week.  She was so excited and we were glad for her, they were such a nice family.  Our 
wonderful volunteers were, Diana Fiocca, (Glenna Kreitzburg, Robin Marshall, Debbie Kinzel, helped Diana with the food), 
Mark/Happy Kenepp, John King, Jim/Vivian McNenny, Scott Kemph, Yvonne Larson, Larry/Brenda Bagnoli, Ken Caldwell, Ja-
net McCauley, Dianna Drummond, Jim/Betty Cottrill, and Dr. John stopping in.  Thank you so much, everyone said the 
food was so good and this was the best week they have had since being in the program.  We love to hear their comments 
and it all goes back to our great volunteers that make them feel so welcome.   So thanks again to everyone.  
 

April 10th, we will be having our 10th Anniversary at 111 Voris St, our new home.  More information about this will be in 
the church bulletin.  
 

April 24th, we will be having training of volunteers at our church starting at 6:00 p.m. in the David Bacon Room.  I would like 
all of our volunteers to come and  have a refresher course, it will last about one hour, and we will have refreshments.  And 
also to invite everyone who would like to volunteer, come and see how easy it is to be a Team Leader, Cook, Evening Host, 
and Overnighter.  It only takes about 2-6 hours of your time, but you will truly receive a blessing.  This is training for all the 
churches so I hope we have the room full.  More information will be in the church bulletin. 

http://www.rebuildingtogether-sc.org
mailto:dwest890@aol.com
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Scarves for Boston Marathon Runners 
When the Confirmation class travels to Boston in April for the annual tour of Congregational heritage, they will de-
liver scarves to be given to runners of the April 21 marathon. The scarves, knitted by Yarning For Peace and the 
Tallmadge Library Knitting group, will be presented by Old South United Church of Christ, which sits by the finish 
line, during their annual blessing of the runners. After the bombing of the marathon last year, the Old South Knitters 
embraced the project to give scarves as a tangible expression of support, and invited the wider church to join in the 
project. The confirmation trip to Boston has worshiped at Old South Church each year since 2008. 

If anyone wishes to knit/crochet a scarf for the marathon runners, scarves should be 4" to 6" wide x 60" long, using 
yarn in Boston Marathon colors (royal blue & bright yellow), pattern of your choice. Contact the church office or 
Dee West for more specific yarn and colors. Scarves should be brought to the church office by April 9. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

YARNING FOR PEACE   
 

Yarning for Peace will meet on Monday, April 14 at 7:00 PM in the David Bacon Room.  This Prayer 
Shawl Ministry started in 2007 has given out 300+ shawls and 76 fleece blankets for Baptism.  We are 
a small self supported group.  If you wish to help but don't knit/crochet, gift cards for JoAnn Fabric or 
Michael's would allow us to buy yarn and fleece.  Plus if you purchase them from the gift card pro-
gram you will also be helping our church.  If you would like to knit/crochet for us but don't want to 
attend meetings, we can give you a list of yarn types and patterns to use at home.  For more info contact Dee West 
at 330-633-4421. 

Boy Scout Rummage Sale 

May 30-31 

Boy Scout Troop 361 will be hosting a rummage sale here at the church on May 30-31.  The 
money raised will help purchase camping supplies for the troop as it has tripled in size in the 
past 3 years. They need more tents, patrol boxes to carry camping supplies, rope and lan-
terns.  We can only collect items from May 27- 29 so if you have “treasures” that are looking 
for a new home, we would greatly appreciate you donating them to our sale that week.   

The next shipping date for care packages to our military is scheduled for the last  Sunday in March 
(3/30/14).  The theme for the packages will be 'Happy Easter'.   We are collecting donations of  Easter candy 
or home baked cookies to share in our  packages.  Most of our addresses are stateside so chocolate should 
be safe to send without possible melting.   Please send any address updates to Ann Carter at 
dcarter674ster@gmail.com.  Thank you for supporting this ministry.    WJHM 

mailto:dcarter674ster@gmail.com
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

WNI 

Nancy Burgess 
Joan Calvin 
Bea Clarke 
Anna Davis 
Janice Delisle 
Amy Fordham 
Diane Gallaway 

Becky Gustavel 
Shelly Hargrove 
Marilyn Johnson 
Debra Kinzel 
Cassandra Kirby 
Carol Kroah 
Carol Law 

Judy Looman 
Linda Lorkowski 
Kathleen Maddox 
Sandra Markulis 
Janet McCaulley 
Irene Metz 
Arlene Miller 

Ann Minar 
Sue Neitz 
Sandra Pressler 
Janet Terrell 
Carolyn Villers 

We are looking forward to the April groups work.  AARP is on Friday, April 25th.  

We are asking for donations of food, your time and help in the kitchen OR money           

contributions.   

Please contact a Co-Chair:   JoAnn Wood  330-633-4488 

     Barb Stutler  330-630-3972 

     Jackie Mohr               330-633-1827 

  B-I-N-G-O                                        
  It is Bingo time for Women’s Fellowship.   

  April 3, 2014  at 10:00 a.m. 
  Fellowship Hall 

  Luncheon to follow at Noon     Cost is $6.00        
                    Sign up in the Atrium i                               

HUMAN TRAFFICKING– WNI  April Program 

Monday, April 7, at 630 pm. In the Fellowship Hall. 

          Speaker:  Ginny Collins 

Ginny has been a speaker for PATHS (Partners against Trafficking of Humans Stark)  for two years.  This is      
an all volunteer organization in Stark County.  The mission of PATH is to educate and advocate for the              
prevention and abolition of human trafficking .    

Service Project:  Please bring a small stuffed animal for Children’s Hospital of Akron. (unwrapped)   Thank 
you!                      Chairs:  Sandy Farabee and Beth Schluep 

This program is open  to both men and women. 

The Quilters have a beautiful “Antique Quilt” to sell.  Tickets will go on sale March 23rd with a suggested      
donation of $1.00 each.  They will be sold March  23, March 30, April 6, and April 27.  The winning ticket will be 
drawn on May 4th.  Women’s Fellowship paid for a $1,000 repair on the dishwasher and bought a new            
refrigerator for the Atrium kitchen for $700.  We need this sale to help replenish our funds.  A big thank you for 
supporting Women’s Fellowship! 
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Dear First Congregational church of Tallmadge, 

As I am nearing the end of the fundraising for my trip to Tanzania, I am overwhelmed with              
appreciation for the people of this church.  This church has been a part of my life from the very 
beginning and I hope until the very end.  The members of this church have always been so kind 
and generous.  Everyone is always so willing to help others, whether it’s words of wisdom, 
providing meals when     someone is ill or has passed away, or giving financial support.   

I wanted to take a minute to tell you a little bit about this trip.  I will be traveling to Tanzania for two weeks this May.  
While I’m there I will be learning about their culture and their health care practices. We will also be teaching them a  
little of our culture and our health care practices.  I will  be going into two of their hospitals taking care of patients, giving 
immunizations and vaccinations, assisting in the birthing process, and so much more! 

I want to thank the church members and the scholarship committee for awarding scholarships to me and other college        
students year after year.  College is a very stressful and expensive time for students and this church has done amazing 
things to support us.  Words cannot express my gratitude and appreciation!  Thank you to everyone who has helped me 
in any way, shape, or form!  It’s because of all of you that I want to make a difference in this world one step at a time.  I 
would especially like to thank Dr. Matthew Wooster, Dr. John Schluep, Wendy Brown, and the rest of the church staff for 
their support in helping me to organize and carry out my babysitting and Christmas Gift Wrapping fundraisers.  I would 
also like to thank the individual members of this church who attended my fundraisers and/or made a donation toward 
my trip. 

My African trip is fast approaching and I am full of excitement and gratitude that God has put this amazing opportunity 
in my path.  Thank you,  Corbin Wade 
 

Thank you to all who participated in this year’s Community Cashback program by turning in your Acme receipts.  This 
year we raised $444.60    The Women’s Fellowship 
 

Dear Friends of Open M,  Your thoughtful gift of $516 to support all our community outreach programs shows your love 
for others in action.  Your kind donation will go a long way at OPEN M as we use it to improve health, hunger and         
education. Thank you! Dottie Achmoody  Chief Executive Officer  Dorothy Wiseman  Community Engagement Manager 
 

Dear Friends,  Many thanks for your support with your prayers, cards and calls during my recent illness.  They were 
greatly appreciated.   Eleanor Hall 
 

Soup Challenge Sale Thanks 
Thank You to everyone who supported the Confirmation Class for the 2014 Boston Tour of Congregational Church         
heritage.  The Soup Challenge raised over $850!   
Congratulations to Kathy Buser, who won the soup challenge with her Chicken Tortilla soup. A big thanks to everyone 
who made and donated the 14 different soups, chilis, and gumbos, and to the board of Christian Education for           
sponsoring the event with great support! 
 

Treehouse Preschool would like to thank the congregation for the wonderful reception and honoring of the years of 
hard work the teachers have put into the program.  Treehouse Preschool has a great foundation and is dedicated to  
children and their families.  That dedication had been part of the program beginning with the church members who 
helped establish the school.  We also want to thank you for the Family Assistance Fund.  There have been many times 
that we have needed to help families during a hardship and with scholarship money available, we can do that.            
Treehouse Preschool staff and families are very fortunate to have the support of First Congregational. 
Wendy Brown and Stephanie Linaburg 
 
Thank you to everyone who donated items to my  preschool. A special thanks to Susan and Sandy for letting people 
know.  God Bless, April Snyder 
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UPCOMING SUNDAYS/SERVICES 

Preaching Schedule: 

March 23  Dr. John Schluep 

March 30  Dr. Matt Wooster 

April 6       Dr. John Schluep 

April 13     Dr. John Schluep 

April 20     Dr. John Schluep 

March 23  Mike & Ginny Collins, Jack & Shirley Gron 

March 30  Stephen Ministers 

April 6  John & Wanda Strott, Bill & Jo Hostutler 

April 13  George & Patsy Lowe, Alleen Hilbish, Lois Frazier 

April 20   Mark & Lesley Bowers, Jim & Judy Salmond 

     Altar Flowers 
 

March 23  Dolensky 
 

March 30 

April 6     Johnson 

April 13  Bowers, Salmond, Fickes,             

    Marlow 
 

April 20  Easter Flowers 

 

March 23  Bill & Sue Neitz, Janet McCauley, Barbara Stutler 

March 30 Bob Davis, Larry Clarke,  Al Lytle, Jim McNenny 

April 6    Dave & Joni Peters, Frank & Rebecca Moore 

April 13  Gary & Carol Myers, Donna & Dave Marlow 

April 20   Gary & Carol Myers, Gary & Kim Fulton 

USHERS 

Church  Attendance 
 

February 16 

8:30 Worship     44 

10:00 Worship 236 

 

 

 

February 23 

8:30 Worship      40 

10:00 Worship  308 

 

March 2 

8:30 Worship     50 

10:00 Worship 266 

March 9 

8:30 Worship     30 

10:00 Worship  272 

 

March 16 

8:30 Worship      42 

10:00 Worship  286 

General Operating Fund Note:  During February, 2014, receipts of $32,585 were $11,788 below the monthly budget.  Actual 
expenses for January were $47,126 leaving a deficit for the month of ($14,541) and a year-to-date deficit of ($28,745).  Signing 
up for electronic transfers remains an easy way to meet your monthly pledge goals, especially during the winter months when 
we need a little extra support to meet seasonally higher expenses.  Faith Offerings can also be mailed to the Church Office.  
Please continue to support the SCRIP Program for both your day-to-day and big ticket purchases.   
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March/April 
 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 24 

 

 

7 pm Heritage 

 

25 

7am Bagnoli 

Bible Study 
 

10:30 Elder 

Writes 

 

 

26 

9 am Quilters 
 

9:30  The Bible & 

the News 

 

6 pm Stephen Min-

istry 

6:30 Lenten Study 

7writers circle 

27 9:30 WF Brd. 

2 pm Golden 
Tones 

6-Guided Contem-
plation 

6:30 Chancel        
choir 
8 Chancel Ringers 
 

 

28 

12 Noon AARP 

29 

 31 

 

 

7 pm Heritage 
 

 

1  7am Bagnoli 

Bible Study 

10:30 Elder 

Writes 

12:00 Congrega-
tors 
2:00 sr. advisory 
 

7:30 All God’s 

Children 

2  

9 am Quilters 
 

9:30  The Bible & 

the News 

 

6:30 Lenten Study 

7  writers  circle 

 

3   10 BINGO 

2– Golden Tones 

6 Guided          

Contemplation 

6 Youth                  

Fellowship 

6:30 Chancel        
choir 
8 Chancel Ringers 

4 

 

 

5   

 

8 –12 noon 

WORKDAY 

 7 
 
6:30 WNI Program 
 
 
 
7 pm Heritage 

8 
7am Bagnoli 
Bible Study 
 

10:30 Elder 
Writes 
 

7 board mtgs 
8:15 Exec.     
council 

9  9 am Quilters 
 

9:30  The Bible & 

the News 

 

6:00 Stephen Min 
 

6:30 Lenten Study 

 

7 Writers circle 

10  

2 -Golden tones 

6 Guided  
Contemplation 
6 Youth                  

Fellowship 

6:30 Chancel        
choir 
8 Chancel Ringers 

11 

Deadline for     

Herald 

12 

 14 

 

7 WNI planning 

Mtg.– DB 

 

7: Heritage 

7 Yarning for 

Peace 

15 
7am Bagnoli 
Bible Study 
 
10:30 Elder 
Writes 
 

6:30 Card 
making/
stamping class 

16 

9 am Quilters 
 

9:30  The Bible & 
the News 
Herald 

 

6:30 Lenten study 

7  Writing circle 

17  Holy Thursday 

2– Golden Tones 

6– Youth Fellow-

ship 

 

7:30 Maundy 

Thursday Service 

18 

Good Friday 

19 

Holy Saturday 

Prayer Vigil 

202002 

22 

21 

Church Office  

Closed 

22 7am Bagnoli  
Bible Study 
 
10:30 Elder 
Writes 

23   

9 am Quilters 

9:30 The Bible & 

The News 

 

7 Writing Circle 

24 
2– Golden Tones 

6:30 Chancel choir 
8 Chancel Ringers 

25 

12 AARP 

26 

23 

8:30 Worship 

10 am Worship 

11:15 SPCH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

30 

8:30 worship 

10:00 am Worship    

 

         

6 pm WJHM 

 

 

 

 

6 8:10  Prayer 

 Chain 

Communion 

 

8:30 Worship 

10 am Worship 
 

 

 

 

 

13   Passion Sunday 

8:30 Worship 

10 am Worship 

 

 

6 pm WJHM 

 

 

 

20     Easter Sunday 

7:00 am  Hist. 

Church 

 

8:30 Worship 

10:00 Worship 
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Spiritual/ Pastoral Care Ministry Contacts 

Pastoral staff   Rev. Dr. John Schluep   Senior Pastor & Warrior’s Journey Home Ministry    330.633.4931 jschluepfcc@sbcglobal.net 

          Rev. Dr. Matt Wooster  Associate Pastor       330.633.4931 mcwooster@yahoo.com 
   

Heart’s in Service  Barbara Rowles   330.733.2008  34babs@sbcglobal.net 

Life’s Journey Ministry Leslie Taylor   330.687.0881  ltaylor@services4aging.org 

Prayer Chain  Dorothy Taylor   330.633.3008 

Stephen Ministry  Ron Mitchell   330.633.4055  Mitchell_rd@hotmail.com 

   Tom Letzler   330.699.9794  tletzler@neo.rr.com 

   Sharon Letzler   330.699.9794   

Yarning for Peace  Dee West                    330.633.4421  dwest890@aol.com 

Staff E-Mail Addresses 

Nancy Beken  Administrative Assistant & Secretary  tallmadgefcc@sbcglobal.net 

Beth Loresch  Receptionist, Herald, Bulletin   bethfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Wendy Brown  Director of Christian Education  wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Nancy Lynn Robinson  Director of Music / Organist   nrbgp@aol.com    

Denise Daniels  Chancel Ringers    Jackspsych@aol.com   

Bill Hoover  Finance Administrator   bhooverfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Steve Ristich  Head Custodian  (Mon-Fri, Day Shift) 

Teresa Snyder  Assistant Custodian  (Mo,Tu,We & Th) 

Mark Bell   Assistant Custodian 

DATE: March 19, 2014 

___________________________________________________________________ 


